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Implantable cardioverter-defibrillators (ICDs) and cardiac pacemaker parameter settings 

along with device interrogation reports should be added to and readily available in Electronic 

Health Records so that physicians can easily diagnose and treat cardiac arrhythmias to help 

improve patient outcomes for those living with heart failure.   

The primary global manufacturers of implantable cardioverter-defibrillators (ICDs) and 

cardiac pacemakers are Medtronic, Abbott Laboratories, Boston Scientific, and Biotronik.  These 

four companies design and supply the vast majority of pacemakers, ICDs, and cardiac 

resynchronization therapy (CRT) systems used worldwide.  The top electronic health record 

(EHR) vendors include Epic Systems Corporation for large hospital networks and Oracle Health 

(Cerner) for enterprise health systems.   

Heart failure cases have been rising in the U.S. due in part to the aging population1.  

Approximately 6.7 million Americans over 20 years of age have heart failure (HF), and the 

prevalence is expected to rise to 8.7 million in 2030,10.3 million in 2040, and 11.4 million by 

20503.  The lifetime risk of HF has increased to 24%; approximately 1 in 4 persons will develop 

HF in their lifetime3.  In the United States, about 800,000 people have implantable cardioverter-

defibrillators (ICDs), and approximately 150,000 ICDs are implanted annually2.  There are about 

3 million people worldwide with pacemakers, and each year 600 000 pacemakers are implanted4.   
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